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Overview 
We all have limits. Every time that we as researchers choose 
to explore one avenue of research versus another, we limit our 
understanding. The process of informing has so many facets 
that we, with our human limitations, often are unaware of 
more than we are aware! 

Within the pages of even this journal, some have interpreted 
Informing Science as the same as Information Systems. Oth-
ers interpret it as the same as Information Science. It includes 
both of these and it is more. The field of Information Systems 
commonly focuses on the use of information technology to 
inform business managers, while the field of Information Sci-
ence focuses on information retrieval, particularly as related 
to libraries. Informing Science includes these and all other 
fields that use information to inform clients.  

Underrepresented in this journal have been articles in which 
the clients are non-business and non-library patrons or librari-
ans.  

This series of articles presents some of the issues that go be-
yond or explore different aspects of using information tech-
nology to inform.  

Topics Presented 
In the first of the series, Henry B. Wolfe presents the way in 
which information systems influence the gathering of evi-
dence in criminal cases. This paper offers an introduction to 
some of the technical issues surrounding this new and special-
ized field of Computer Forensics. 

The second article is by Zlatko J. Kovacic. It explores how 
Web sites can and do communicate culture. His research looks 
at some of the Maori Web Sites and relates their structure and 
content to key concepts in Maori culture  

Cartelli, Miglio, and Palma discuss the impact the Web is hav-
ing on historical research. Their experiences lead them to the 
conclusion that there are new paradigms of knowledge and 
research evolving that will be true for other disciplines as well 
as for historical research. 

Burns and Madey look at what is necessary to successfully 
deliver information to customers on a Web site and present a 
framework for research on the effective design of the user 
interface. 
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